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(.5 credit)
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Current Issues is a semester long course that focuses on issues of domestic and international concern.  Students, with collaboration from the teacher, choose topics of class interest.  This curriculum document will provide structure and guidance to teachers.  Each application focuses on critical research, media literacy, and presentation skills. Students will utilize these skills in their study of the topics selected by the class.  As students are studying a particular topic, one of the four skill sets (media literacy, research, analysis and application, persuasive communication, and developing a multimedia presentation) will be a focus for development and practice.  The sample unit template is provide as a guide for the instruction and sequencing of individual topics.  These represent the process of analyzing topics from a policy perspective.  Using both the topic template and the application learning goals, teachers will craft lessons and assessments to provide effective instruction about chosen topics and related skills

Below is a list of topics to consider.  This is not meant to be a comprehensive list.  All appropriate class suggestions are considered.  Topics should be evenly divided between international and domestic issues.  In order to effectively implement this curriculum, the teacher should apply a topic to each unit, following the included template.  .

Topics to consider

Domestic Issues







International Issues
Immigration 








Human Rights (child soldiers, women’s rights, human trafficking, torture)

Individual Rights







War in Iraq & Afghanistan

National Security/Defense – Security v. Liberty



Revolution in the Middle East

Energy and Environment






International Trade

Gun Control








Global Environment

Criminal Justice (death penalty, juvenile justice)



Conflict over Resources

War on Drugs








Population and Food Crisis

Race









Water Crisis











Natural Disaster and International Response

Application 1: Media Literacy

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

To be determined by topic


	Essential Question: How do we know what information to trust?

	

	Benchmarks
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Locate appropriate and varied information sources

· Evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of primary and secondary sources

· Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge and perspectives

· Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others

· Value and respect the viewpoints of others

· Distinguish between primary and secondary sources; identify the time, place, audience, purpose, and form of a source
	Analyze the structure and format of various mass media outlets (network news, magazines, newspapers, public TV/radio, blogs, edutainment, etc…)

	
	Identify and describe the who, what, where, when, why, and how questions of a media story.

	
	Analyze the images, setting, tone, and other non-text/verbal components that influence a story.

	
	Evaluate the accuracy of the information in a media story or report.

	
	Compare and contrast several versions of the same media story or report over a period of time.

	
	Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in a media story or report.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Critical reading/viewing/listening assignments

· Credibility analysis of sources

	Suggested Assessments
	· Media log/journal tracing and analyzing several news stories over time

	Suggested Resources
	· CNN, NPR, MSNBC, FOX, iCONN newspaper data base, BBCNews, PSB, and Aljazeera

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/category/current-events/

	Content Vocabulary
	· Reliability, credibility, bias, blogs, network news, public tv/radio, edutainment

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Application 2: Research, Analysis and Application

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

To be determined by topic


	Essential Question: How do we gather and process information to help us make informed decisions about current issues?

	

	Benchmarks
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Formulate an essential question and write a thesis statement from that question

· Evaluate primary and secondary sources

· Identify key words and use advanced search strategies

· Distinguish between fact and opinion

· Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, organize data

· Create an appropriate product that uses social studies content to support a thesis or communicates a position on an issue

· Prepare a bibliography using an accepted format and provide annotations where appropriate
	Distinguish between primary and secondary sources

	
	Recognize different types of bias in source material

	
	Recognize the difference between fact and opinion in source material

	
	Identify the steps and methods necessary to conduct a research inquiry (identify topic, develop a guided question, begin research, formulate thesis statement, evidence collection through focused research, draw conclusions).

	
	Access and process information from a variety of source types.

	
	Analyze information in order to draw conclusions about the topic

	
	Synthesize research to develop a policy statement or personal action about the issue

	
	Demonstrate the use of appropriate research citations


	Suggested Strategies
	· Inquiry-based research on a selected topic

	Suggested Assessments
	· Paper

	Suggested Resources
	· Purdue OWL website, Social Studies Department Works Cited Guidelines

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· http://www.2facts.com/TheNewYorkTimesUpfront

	Content Vocabulary
	· Citation, bibliography, primary source, secondary source, bias

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Application 3: Persuasive Communication

	Essential Understandings: 

1.  Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

To be determined by topic


	Essential Question: How can we use oral communication to persuasively express our views?

	

	Benchmarks
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge and perspectives

· Value and respect the viewpoints of others

· Use appropriate persuasive techniques

· Evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of primary and secondary sources

· Formulate an essential question and write a thesis statement from that question

· Recognize stereotypes, clichés, bias and propaganda techniques

· Distinguish between fact and opinion; identify assumptions and fallacies

· Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, organize data
	Critique a speaker’s use of words and language in relation to the purpose of an oral communication and the impact the words may have on the audience.

	
	Evaluate the importance of eye contact, rate of speech, tone and body language to the effectiveness of the communication.

	
	Identify rhetorical and logical fallacies used in oral addresses  (for example, appealing to the audience’s feelings or prejudices, falsely identifying the causes of some effect, distracting attention from the real issue, overgeneralization, and attracting the audience based on the show rather than the substance of the presentation).

	
	Recognize and analyze different types of persuasive speech (such as propositions of fact, value, problem, and policy).

	
	Analyze the techniques used in media to target a particular audience and evaluate their effectiveness.

	
	Take a position on an issue, apply research skills to gather information.

	
	Demonstrate techniques of effective oral communication to persuade others about a given issue.


	Suggested Strategies
	· 

	Suggested Assessments
	· Debate, persuasive speech

	Suggested Resources
	· 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Spin, grandstanding, rhetoric, pandering

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Application 4: Multimedia Presentation

	Essential Understandings: 

1.  Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

To be determined by topic


	Essential Question: How can we use a variety of forms of media to present an analysis of an issue?

	

	Benchmarks
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Identify central issues and formulate appropriate questions

· Determine authenticity and credibility of sources

· Compare benefits and costs, suggest logical alternatives, predict probable consequences, provide evidence to justify best solution

· Create an appropriate product that uses social studies content to support a thesis or communicates a position on an issue

· Prepare a bibliography using an accepted format and provide annotations where appropriate
	Describe different forms of multimedia and evaluate their usefulness (film, PowerPoint, podcast, poster, virtual tour, website, song-writing, photo slideshow, radio drama, comic strip/book, photo essay, etc…).

	
	Formulate a question about the issue and apply research skills to gather information.

	
	Deliver multimedia presentations that combine text, images, and sound by incorporating information from a wide range of media, including films, newspapers, magazines, CD-ROMs, online information, television, videos, and electronic media-generated images.


	Suggested Strategies
	· 

	Suggested Assessments
	· Documentaries, PowerPoints

	Suggested Resources
	· 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· iMovie, PowerPoint

	Content Vocabulary
	· 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Sample Unit Template
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Determined by topic

	Content Standards:

1. Content benchmarks determined by topic, skills by unit (see social studies curriculum)


	Essential Question: How do key factors influence public policy on a given issue?

	

	Benchmarks
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Content benchmarks determined by topic, skills by unit
	Define the issue.

	
	Formulate policy questions related to the issue.

	
	Examine historical background information on the issue.

	
	Analyze the social, political, economic, and cultural influences as they relate to the issue.

	
	Analyze the groups and individuals who influence and shape current policy regarding the issue.

	
	Evaluate the effectiveness of current policy and predict the effectiveness of student policy questions.


	Suggested Strategies
	· See previous units 

	Suggested Assessments
	· See previous units

	Suggested Resources
	· Resources appropriate to topic

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· See previous units

	Content Vocabulary
	· 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values
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